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neither pleasure nor instruction from it. Nor is it less
apparent, from the suppression of his name, that he was
equally a stranger to that wild desire of fame, which has,
sometimes, infatuated the noblest minds.

His modesty, however, has not been able wholly to ex-
tinguish that curiosity, which so naturally leads us, when
we admire a performance, to inquire after the author.
Those, whom I have consulted on this occasion; and my
zeal for the honour of this benefactor of my country has
not suffered me to forget a single antiquary of reputation,
have, almost unanimously, determined, that it was written
by a king. For where else, said they, are we to expect
that greatness of mind, and that dignity of expression, so
eminently conspicuous in this inscription!

It is with a proper sense of the weakness of my own "
abilities, that I venture to lay before the publick the
reasons which hinder me from concurring with this opinion,
which I am not only inclined to favour by my respect for
the authors of it, but by a natural affection for monarchy,
and a prevailing inclination to believe, that every excel-
lence is inherent in a king.

To condemn an opinion so agreeable to the reverence
due to the regal dignity, and countenanced by so great
authorities, without a long and accurate discussion, would
be a temerity justly liable to the severest censures. A
supercilious and arrogant determination of a controversy
of such importance, would, doubtless, be treated by the
impartial and candid with the utmost indignation.

But as I have too high an idea of the learning of my
contemporaries, to obtrude any crude, hasty, or indigested
notions on the publick, I have proceeded with the utmost
degree of diffidence and caution; I have frequently re-
viewed all my arguments, traced them backwards to their
first principles, and used every method of examination to
discover, whether all the deductions were natural and just,
and whether I was not imposed on by some specious fallacy;
but the farther I carried my inquiries, and the longer I